
 
February 2024

In This Issue

2023-2024 Officers

2023-2024 Directors

2023-2024 Speakers

Barr Biography

Alexander Biography

Speaker Selection

Students

Speaker Program

Past Presidents

OFFICERS

President
Elizabeth K. Wessel

 
President-Elect

Francis Rooney
 

Vice President
John C. Smarge

 
Past President
Edward M, Liddy

 
Secretary

William D. Swartz,
D.V.M.

 
Treasurer

Pauline T. Eide

DIRECTORS

Jamie B. Andersen
James N. Barton
Todd L. Bradley
Ronald B. Ciesla
Arthur D. Collins

Sandra M. Edwards

William Barr
Former United States
Attorney General
Friday, February 16, 2024
Naples Grande Beach Resort

A native New Yorker, Barr earned
his A.B. and M.A. degrees at
Columbia University and, while
working at the CIA, earned his
law degree at night at George
Washington University. After a
prestigious judicial clerkship,
Barr spent a decade practicing
law at a Washington firm,
interrupted by a stint in the
Reagan White House. President

George H.W. Bush successively appointed Barr Assistant Attorney
General, Deputy Attorney General, and finally the 77th Attorney
General, where he played a key role in the events of that era,
including the invasion of Panama, Pan Am 103, the Gulf War, the S &
L crisis, and the LA riots. After that service, Barr spent 15 years as
General Counsel of GTE Corporation, and its successor company,
Verizon. Retiring at the end of 2008, Barr served on a number of
corporate boards and consulted for corporate clients. In late 2018,
with the Trump Administration facing a possible constitutional
crisis, Barr agreed to serve again as Attorney General. Taking office
in February 2019, Barr resolved the Russiagate matter, and was
called on to address the crime surge across America, the Mexican
cartels, civil unrest, religious liberty, the pandemic, the death
penalty, Big Tech, and the threat of China. Mr. Barr is a founding
partner of Torridon Law PLLC and a distinguished fellow at the
Hudson Institute. Barr’s memoir, One Damn Thing After Another,
published in March, 2022, was a number one New York Times
bestseller. 

Guest Ticket Request for February 16, 2024
Former United States Attorney General

William Barr
To place a request for one guest ticket, please submit to:

forumclub@theforumclub.org
If guest tickets are available, requests are processed in order of

receipt and must be received by
February 9, 2024

They will be mailed by that date, and you will be billed for
$90, or notified if there is no space.

Tickets are non-exchangeable and non-refundable.
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Director NSA, Cmdr. U.S. Cyber
Command
February 23, 2024
Hilton Naples

General Alexander is a retired
four-star general with an
impressive 40-year military
career, culminating in role of the
Director of the National Security
Agency (NSA) and Chief of the
Central Security Service (CSS)
from 2005-2014. He holds the
distinction of serving in this role

longer than any other director. While serving as the NSA Director, he
was appointed by Congress to be the first Commander to lead the
U.S. Cyber Command (USCYBERCOM). He held this role from
2010-2014, establishing and defining how our nation is protected
against cyber attacks.
As Commander, USCYBERCOM, Alexander was responsible for
planning, coordinating and conducting operations, and defending
Department of Defense (DoD) computer networks—as well as the
defense of the nation—from cyber threats. As the Director of NSA, he
was responsible for national foreign intelligence requirements,
military combat support, and the protection of U.S. national security
information systems.
Prior to leading USCYBERCOM and the NSA/CSS Alexander served
as the Deputy Chief of Staff, Intelligence, Department of the Army;
Commanding General of the U.S. Army Intelligence and Security
Command at Fort Belvoir, VA; and the Director of Intelligence,
United States Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, FL., and
the Deputy Director for Requirements, Capabilities, Assessments
and Doctrine, J-2, on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Guest Ticket Request for February 23, 2024
Director NSA, Cmdr. U.S. Cyber Command

General Keith B. Alexander
To place a request for one guest ticket, please submit to:

forumclub@theforumclub.org
If guest tickets are available, requests are processed in order of

receipt and must be received by
February 16, 2024

They will be mailed by that date, and you will be billed for
$90, or notified if there is no space.

Tickets are non-exchangeable and non-refundable.

FORUM CLUB SPEAKER SELECTION

The Program Committee's goal is to bring the best speakers to the
Forum Club. The criteria for the speaker selection requires that
each speaker have a reputation as an outstanding well-respected
leader and role model in his/her area of expertise.

To offer program variety, speakers are selected from the
government, corporate, financial, international, media, health
care, technology, and other fields.

This year's Program Committee, chaired by President-Elect Francis
Rooney, has begun its efforts to secure speakers for next season.

While the Forum Club provides for transportation and hotel
expenses, it does not offer its speakers honoraria. The Club
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encourages all members to assist in securing potential speakers
with whom they have contact. If you have a suggestion of a
potential speaker, please contact the Forum Club office or Program
Committee Chair, Francis Rooney.

January 12, 2024
Chris Kempczinski

CEO & President McDonalds Corporation

Marco Island Academy



PACE Center for Girls

January 26, 2024
Michael Schwimer

CEO Big Leage Advantage



Immokalee High School



Lely High School

2023-2024
SPEAKER PROGRAM

GENERAL JOHN W. RAYMOND

November 17, 2023

U.S. Space Force

 

JESSICA BUCHANAN

December 8, 2023

NGO Worker rescued by Seal Team 6

 

CHRIS KEMPCZINSKI

January 12, 2024

President & CEO, McDonald's Corporation

 

MICHAEL SCHWIMER

January 26, 2024

President & CEO, Big League Advantage

 

WILLIAM BARR

February 16, 2024

Former United States Attorney General

GENERAL KEITH B. ALEXANDER

February 23, 2024

Director NSA, Cmdr. U.S. Cyber Command

 

DAVID RUBENSTEIN

March 8, 2024

Co-Founder & Co-Chairman, The Carlyle Group

 

DAVID BEASLEY

March 22, 2024

Executive Director of the United Nations World Food

Programme

 

REINHOLD SCHMIEDING

April 5, 2024

Founder & CEO, Arthrex

 

BEN SASSE

April 12, 2024

President University of Florida & Former Senator,

Nebraska

 
MISSION STATEMENT



The Forum Club's mission is to:
Provide a congenial meeting atmosphere for members to enjoy prominent speakers in fields
such as academia, business, economics, finance, government, health, international relations,
media and the arts, science and technology

Promote the highest civic, moral and ethical standards

Share the "Forum Club Experience" with outstanding high school students in Collier County.

Provide scholarships to Collier County high school students

PAST PRESIDENTS

Edward M. Liddy
2022-2023

Susan S. Jones
2021-2022

Clark T. Randt, Jr.
2020-2021

Joseph G. Fogg, III
2019-2020

Verne G. Istock
2018-2019

Richard S. Bodman
2017-2018

Melvin C. Short Jr.
2016-2017

Shelly Church
2015-2016

Thomas B. Wheeler
2014-2015

William F. Allyn
2013-2014

Thomas A. Bringardner
2012-2013

David A. Rismiller*
2011-2012

Ulla Norris
2010-2011

Wade F. Keller
2009-2010

Alan M. Horton
2008-2009

Malcolm B. Chancey Jr.
2007-2008

W. Wallace Abbott*
2006-2007

Carl J. Kuehner
2005-2006

Richard I. Wilson*
2004-2005

William E. Hoglund*
2003-2004


L. Lindsey Halstead*

2002-2003

Edward J. Putzell Jr.*
2001-2002

Linda C. Flewelling
2000-2001

Thomas E. Ingram
1999-2000

Carol E. Girardin
1998-1999

R. James Harvey*
1997-1998

Raymond Mueller*
1996-1997

Donald J. York*
1995

John M. Passidomo
1994

William C. Sinclair*
1993

Joe B. Cox
1992

John T. Duffner*
1991

Alan R. Korest*
1990

Tom Shea*
1989

Corbin A. Wyant
1988

Robert D. Stakich*
1987

Brenda C. Wilson
1986

Leonard F. Llewellyn*
1985

William S. Gentry*
Founder

 

*deceased
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